[Psychosocial aspects of liver transplantation indication criteria for alcohol-related liver failure].
Consensus regarding psychosocial aspects relevant for the liver transplantation indication criteria in case of alcohol-related liver failure remains to be established. Thus we investigated the psychosocial aspects of candidates for liver transplantation for alcohol-related liver failure in order to determine the indication criteria. We evaluated the psychosocial aspects of 19 candidates (14 male and 5 female patients) who met the physical liver transplantation indication criteria for alcohol-related liver failure at Nagoya University Hospital between 2004 and 2012. Of the 19 subjects, 4 underwent liver transplantation (average follow-up phase: 42.3 +/- 36.5 months), and 3 were monitored without resuming alcohol consumption. One patient temporarily resumed alcohol consumption at 12 months after transplantation. This retrospective study suggested the importance of pre-and post-transplant psychosocial evaluation. A prospective well-designed analysis is essential to determine psychosocial aspects regarding the liver transplantation indication criteria for alcohol-related liver failure.